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The Covid 19 pandemic affected our way of working for so long and we had to make many changes to our 

usual school trips. One of our most missed trips is our resilience camp France, having not taken since 2019.

We will report in full when our second group return in two weeks' time but thought you may like a sneak preview 

of some of the activities we did.

All students took part in a high ropes course, with a 250-metre zip wire through the beautiful southern French 

forest and mountains. We paddled the Ardeche, swam in rapids and took in the incredible scenery.  Students 

enjoyed swimming in the breathtaking Lac de Villefort in the Cevennes National Park and endured a pretty 

gruelling bike ride to Barjac, where we also enjoyed a traditional French market, and practised our French.

We finished the week by enjoying the most scrumptious ice cream in Vallon and watching the sunset over the 

Ardeche. 

More information to follow after group 2 return!







With the exception of those students sitting Food, Further Maths

and Polish – the 16th of June marked the end of the exam season

for the BBG Pathfinders.

We have been so impressed with the focus and commitment that

they have shown – not just during the exam season but also in the

five turbulent years they have spent at BBG.

It has been an honour and a privilege to work with such brilliant

young people, we very much look forward to celebrating successes

with them as they move on from our hallowed halls!

Until we meet again, Pathfinders – Happy Trails!



THURSDAY
AUGUST 24th

9:00 to 10:30 AM

See you then!



Abbie Wilkinson from 9.3 braved the sweltering heat at the 

weekend to take a 3.5hr exam to grade for her black belt in 

Karate.  Due to her fantastic effort and hours of study, she 

was awarded a 1st Dan Black belt!  Well done Abbie!

Last week Korben Halstead from Year 7 went to 

Norfolk on the annual Scouts Summer Camp.  As you 

can see on the pictures they had a great time, they 

visited London, did plenty of water activities and a trip 

to Cromer Beach to go crabbing (but unfortunately 

didn’t find any!)

Obtaining the first black belt (1st dan), which 

generally takes between 3 and 5 years of assiduous 

training 3 to 4 times a week, indicates that the 

candidate is a trained student. He/she will have 

acquired the fundamental bases of the art.



The last week in June marks the birthday of our late MP, Jo Cox, and it 

is celebrated each year with a Big Get Together and the Run For Jo at 

Oakwell Hall. This year the usual BBG team took part in the 6.5km 

cross country run in sweltering temperatures. A fabulous team of Year 7 

girls then completed the 2.5km Fun Run For Jo with Miss Sanderson. 

Well done to Katie-Leigh, Georgia, Marlie, Frankie, Summer and Kara- 

we’re really proud of your efforts for a great cause!





The Art of Miss Morris

Reporter:
Dexter Hughes

“Eileen reading the paper (on orange)” was featured in the Pastel Society Art

Exhibition at Mall Galleries last week, and I had a chance to interview our Design

Technician, Miss Morris, on how she felt about it, and her opinions on art as a

whole. Here are some questions I asked, followed by their answers!

What’s your main style, when painting? - Expressive realist; this piece is typical,

being a portrait, full-figure. I studied a friend of mine, who I got to pose for me in

her own home as part of a portrait project I was doing. I used pastels, mainly, as a

way of composing the study.

images, too. I was first interested in comics and

cartoons, like Disney cartoons and the Beano

magazines. At school, I enjoyed looking at David

Hockney’s portraits, but before that I was interested in

the renaissance era, and artists like Michaelangelo and

Leonardo da Vinci. At my art college – Blackpool and

the Fylde; people modelled for us, and my art tutor was

Brian Spooner, and we painted many things, from still-

life images to collages – I liked Degas, and became

more interested in impressionism, as well as all the

other art movements in history. I still like portraits of the

human figure.

What was the art exhibition like? - It was a great opportunity to connect - I had loads of supportive

colleagues, and other artists part in the exhibition. I attended the private show, too, and I was pleased with

how all the paintings looked, and enjoyed speaking with the other artists. And of course, because of the

exhibition, I get to be here for this interview!

And have you done this kind of thing before? - Yes; I have; and also when I used to live in London as a

student, and at my art college.

Do you have any other hobbies? - I’m learning to play the guitar, and enjoy listening to music – I like soul

and rock music – and I’m also a lover of nature and gardening.

I can imagine there are some difficulties when it comes to artwork - what do you think the main

challenge was, for you? - Of course, like everyone, I didn’t show the drawings that didn’t work, or that failed.

With drawing, that’s what it’s all about. I enjoyed painting this one, though.

When were you first

interested in artwork, and

which artists did you like,

or like now? - I always

enjoyed painting and

drawing, and looking at

paintings and drawings –

What motivates you with your artwork? - I try

to make everything better than the last thing I did,

to improve; you can, of course, be satisfied with

your work, but you can’t really achieve perfection

– but you should still strive to better yourself, and

that’s what I do.



Year 8

The Year 8 Contextual Curriculum has allowed our students to 

develop their knowledge about Geography, History, RS and Media 

within the context of real-world events, starting with the topical issue 

of Conflict and Power. Our students are growing up in a world 

riddled with conflict and where voter apathy affects how effective 

our democracy can be. We have looked in detail at these issues. 

Answering questions such as Why and how do conflicts occur? Why 

should our young people value their right to vote?    

The Burning Planet 

The post-Covid economic problems in the UK – and energy prices in particular - have combined with growing 

awareness of the impact of climate change to produce a  challenging time for young people.  How has this 

come about and how is being dealt with around the world?  During this topic students looked at the natural 

causes of climate change and the human causes.  They also looked at the vast impacts it is having on different 

areas around the world. 

Migration

The United Kingdom is a diverse nation and yet our 

learners come across issues of race and nationality 

that they struggle to understand.  So, how has 

migration shaped the UK? What can we celebrate 

about it?  What issues does it cause in the UK and in 

the wider word?  Students most recently have been 

looking at the various causes of migration, from climate 

change refugees in Pakistan to Tokyoites choosing to 

move due to overcrowding. 



This year class 8Q4 have studied:

• . The Monkey’s Paw

• . Blood Brothers

• . The Bone Sparrow

• . Sherlock Holmes

• . War Poetry

• . Macbeth

• . Gothic literature

• . Refugee Crisis

• . Debates

Q4 have been designing their own futuristic Truman show sequels and 

presenting these to the class!

Year 9 – The Truman Show projects!

Rebecca: “I really liked ‘The 

Bone Sparrow’ because I 

learnt so much about 

refugees and why they are 

forced to move.”

Sienna: ‘The Bone Sparrow’ 

was about refugee families 

that were brought to refugee 

camps, I found it really 

interesting about the camps 

where they lived.

Erin, Jack, Leo and Oliver: We enjoyed Blood 

Brothers the most because it taught us what 

the difference between 2023 and how it used 

to be. We also enjoyed watching the film. It 

shows the pain some people had to go 

though and the rules you had to follow.



Year 8 have been working on a Detective 

writing project this half term and to complete 

the scheme 8P4 became their very own 

investigators.

Students used their detective skills to find out 

who murdered Dave Green. Using a range of 

clues that had been left students successfully 

identified the culprit.

Great end to the Year!



Class of 2023

Despite our Year 11 cohort questioning their decision to take Geography after discovering it means staying in 

school for an additional two hours instead of leaving with the Historians after the Physics exam, we could not be 

prouder of our Geographers. We have absolutely loved teaching you for the past two years.  You have brought 

humour, enthusiasm (most of the time) and non-stop geographical genius-ness to each and every lesson. We 

know your hard work will pay off on results day. A massive good luck for the future to our Class of 2023! 



Year 10 History Update
Year 10 have completed a ‘specification short-cut’ by returning to the beginning of their Germany 1890-1945

depth study. They began GCSE History with an investigation into the impact of the First World War from 1914.

Students have now returned to the time period before this, the Second Reich, in order to understand how life

changed in Germany under Kaiser Wilhelm II while also considering the impact of his policies on international

relations. This will lead them to their forthcoming study of WWI which begins with its causes. Students should
now be preparing for their History end of year assessments which will take place in the week beginning 3/7/23.



Last week these students moved up an XP 

level on Sparx. 

Well done and keep up the hard work.

This week on Sparx these students have 

moved up an XP level. 

Well done & keep up the hard work.



After the June holiday there will be some end of year exams for the following year groups on the following dates:

New Year 11 - EOY 10 exam on 28th & 29th June

New year 8 – EOY 7 exam on 29th June

New year 9 – EOY 8 exam on 3rd July.

The Summer Term topics and Sparx codes are here for revision purposes are included in this bulletin.

New year 9





New year 8





New year 11







Students have been having a

hair-raising time in science this

week in science learning about

static electricity. A Van de 

Graaff generator removes 

electrons to produce a positive 

charge on its dome. A person 

does not have to touch the 

dome to start feeling the 

effects, as static electricity is 

a non-contact force. This 

force will act on any charged 

particle in the electric field 

around the dome. 

A person insulated from the ground and touching the 

dome of the Van de Graaff generator will also lose 

electrons and become positively charged. The same 

will happen to each of their hairs. Since the person, 

their head and each of their hair follicles are all 

positively charged, the hairs will repel from the head 

and from every other strand causing them to stick out 

from the head in all directions.

Elsewhere in science Mr Elcock had challenged his 

Year 7 class to get creative. Students had to create a 

mini project that spotlighted one way in which humans 

were negatively impacting the environment. Mr Elcock 

was blown away by their efforts as he saw models, 

essays, poems, slide shows and pieces of art.





CONGRATULATIONS 
T O  Y O U  A L L !

Daisy Todd

For determination, 
bravery, resilience, 

kindness and 
enthusiasm

Megan Gallacher

For progress, 
intuition, initiative, 

support and 
kindness

Samuel Cunningham

For being the most 
helpful human on 
the planet! Sam 

made life easier for 
everyone!

This week celebrating our France Week 1 Superstars!



Amelia Birkenshaw

Amelia is mature, polite and well-mannered. 
She has had an outstanding year at BBG and we 
look forward to what the future holds for her. 
Outstanding work this year Amelia, well done. 

Ava Heddon

Ava is a polite, kind and selfless young lady. 
She continued to make great progress 

around school, and we are so pleased to 
say she is a part of Year 8. She has had an 

outstanding year, well done Ava. 

Oakley Powles
Outstanding contribution to BBG. Oakley 
has not just had a brilliant week he has 

had a great year.  We have seen him 
make progress inside and outside the 

classroom. He is a polite and well-
rounded young man that we are proud 

to have in Year 8. 



LUCAS MURRAY
Consistently doing the right thing. The most polite and 

caring member of the form. Amassed plenty of stamps 

and zero comments! Well done!

KOREY WHITEHEAD
Fantastic young man and a great member of 

the tutor group 

CERYS BARSON
For setting the example of a model student to all 

throughout Year 9 

ELLIE WATSON
Quietly awesome, and always does the right thing. 
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For always having a 
great attitude in 

school and 
representing school 

brilliantly in 
extracurricular 

activities

Really engaged and 
providing insightful 

comments in 
English

Great effort levels in all 
lessons this term

More focused on his 
learning this term 

in English

Always giving her 
most in every 
single task in 

English

ANGELIQUE ALI
ALWAYS WORKING HARD 

LESSONS, AND BEING A 
WONDERFUL, POLITE MEMBER 

OF YEAR 10

O
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A
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R
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For being a 

pleasant and 
helpful member of 

Year 10









What is the difference between a riot and an 

uprising/civil rights disobedience do you think?​

Have you heard of the Stonewall riots? - think 

about: where the Stonewall Inn was, why was it 

famous, who went there.

Watch this video How the Stonewall Riots 

Sparked a Movement  Can it answer some of 

those questions?

The Stonewall riots were seen as being a 

pivotal moment in LGBTQI+ rights both in 

America and the rest of the world.

Stonewall is now one of the largest charities in 

Europe striving for equal rights for members of 

the LGBTQI+ community, why do you think 

people are treated differently based on their 

sexuality? Should it matter who a person 

chooses to fall in love with. 

Around the world people are still persecuted 

and fighting for equality based on sexuality and 

gender identity LGBT Rights Are Human Rights 

- YouTube 

Pride Month is a celebration and awareness of 

those still fighting to be heard for who they are 

and who they love.

Discussion points

THOUGHT OF THE FORTNIGHT
Beginning 30 May 2023

FORTNIGHTLY EVENTS
World No Tobacco Day

International Children’s Day

Volunteers’ Week

Cancer Survivors Day

World Environment Day

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS 

MONTH
Pride Month

Tourette's Awareness Month

SANDS Awareness Month

.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9wdMJmuBlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9wdMJmuBlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPaSJZ61HdU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPaSJZ61HdU






BBG ACADEMY

Available to all students

Fully washed and ironed 

Please contact reception

Options: 

Get new (used) items 

Swap for a larger/smaller size 

Donate old uniform

Please email: uniform@bbgacademy.com





Free online safety

resources and training

for parents



Free online safety

resources and training

for parents



Mary Turpin

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Hanifa Alade

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Sienna Kilner

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Lily Pailing

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.



Annie Bancroft

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Imogen 

Atkinson
For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Hannah Porter
For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Jessie Brown

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

.



Theo Dufton

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Alfie Bates
For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

James Hirst
For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Isaac Graham

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

.



Tom Brown

For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Jake Howard
For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Isaac Dale
For fantastic 

performances in the 

Spen Valley athletics 

competition and 

representing the school 

brilliantly.

Freddy Renolds
Freddy has made great 

progress this week in 

softball. He was the 

leader on his team and 

contributed to both the 

fielding and batting 

sides of the game. Well 

done Freddy..



Ethan Williams

Coming 1st in the shot 

put during the Kirklees 

athletics meet.

Lucas Stead

For always being 

positive and trying his 

best in PE

Blake Hutton

For always giving 100% 

in PE

Sebastian 

Prescott
Seb has made 

outstanding progress in 

PE recently. This is 

because of his positive, 

"can do" attitude. 

Fantastic Seb, keep up 

the great work.
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