
 

English 
Year 7 
Term Content Sequencing Assessment Careers links and Experiences 

Autumn 1 

Theme: Moral Lessons 
Topic: Fairy Tales 
Red Riding Hood 
Hansel and Gretel 
Goldilocks and the three bears 
Sleeping Beauty 
Three Little Pigs 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 
• Moral and immoral 
• Facing challenges 
• Consequences and actions 
• Values 
• Loyalty and betrayal 
 
 
 
Subject Terminology: 
• Narrator 
• Protagonist  
• Symbolism 
• Summarise 
• Viewpoints 
• Tone 
• Empathy 
• foreshadowing 
 
 
Previous topics built on in this 
topic: 
consolidate and build on 
knowledge of grammar and 
vocabulary from KS2 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Write a traditional Fairy Tale from a 
different point of view  
 
 
Students will be assessed on: 
 
Writing 
 
To write in a style that is well-
structured, articulate and carefully 
planned. 
 
To include appropriate and 
imaginative vocabulary according 
to task, purpose and audience 
 
To write with technical accuracy – 
SPAG 
 
plan, draft, edit and proof-read 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers links and Experiences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Subject Links 
Key Stage 4 
Link to the study of AQA English 
Language GCSE Paper 1 Section B 



 

 

Autumn 2 

Theme: Moral Lessons 
Topic: Ghost Boys 
Whole Novel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 
• Identity, Diversity, Community 
• Racism 
• Empathy 
• Justice, Change, Action 
• Power, Freedom, Control 
• Democracy, Equality, 

Responsibility 
• Family 
• bias 
 
Subject Terminology: 
• Protagonist  
• Antagonist 
• Motif  
• Exposition 
• Viewpoints 
• Tone 
• Empathy 
• Prespectives 
 
 
Previous topics built on in this 
topic: 
consolidate and build on 
knowledge of grammar and 
vocabulary from KS2 
 

Assessment 
Write a newspaper article reporting 
on the result of the preliminary 
hearing 
 
Students will be assessed on: 
 
Writing 
To write in a style that is well-
structured, articulate and carefully 
planned. 
 
To include appropriate and 
imaginative vocabulary according 
to task, purpose and audience 
 
To write with technical accuracy – 
SPAG 
 
plan, draft, edit and proof-read 
 
 

Careers links and Experiences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Subject Links 
Key Stage 4 
Link to the study of AQA English 
Literature texts and Language 
GCSEs. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Spring 1 

Theme: Love and relationships 
Topic: Romeo and Juliet 
Extracts from Key Scenes 
• Prologue 
• Act 1 Scene 1 
• Act 1 Scene 5 
• Act 2 Scene 4 
• Act 3 Scene 1 
• Act 3 Scene 5 
• Act 5 Scene 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge 
• Prologue  
• Conflict  
• Elizabethan England   
• Patriarchal society   
• Loyalty  
• Family relationships  
• masculinity  
• Courtly Love  
• Unrequited love 
 
Subject terminology: 
• Stagecraft  
• Protagonist  
• Prologue 
• Foreshadow 
• Dramatic irony 
• Similes & Metaphors 
• Imagery  
• Tone 
• Characterisation 
• Rhetorical questions  
• Symbolism 
• Imperatives 
• Emotive language  
• Soliloquy 
• Oxymoron 

 
 

Assessment 
How does Shakespeare present 
Juliet’s relationship with her father 
in the play? 
 
 
Students will be assessed on: 
Reading 
 
Respond to key ideas and concepts 
in set texts 
 
Use evidence to support 
interpretations and ideas 
 
Consider writer’s intentions by 
including appropriate methods. 
 
Make wider links and consider the 
bigger picture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers Links and Experiences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Subject Links 
Key Stage 4 
Link to the study of AQA English 
Literature text Paper 1 Section A 
Macbeth 



 

 
 
 
 

Previous topics built on in this 
topic: 
Links to and develops students 
understanding of Shakespeare 
studied primary school. 
 

 

Spring 2 

Theme: Love and relationships 
Topic: Poetry – Parent and Child 
relationships 
• Follower – Seamus Heaney 
• Digging – Seamus Heaney 
• Catrin – Carol Ann Duffy 
• Nettles – Vernon Scannell 
• My father thought – Simon Armitage 
• Walk Away – C.Day Lewis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 
• relationships- personal  
• Individual Experience 
• Growing up 
• Parenteral relationships 
• Conflict 
 
 
Subject Terminology: 
Form:  
• Monologue    
• 1st person   
• Free verse  
• Stanza 

 
Language:  
• Metaphor 
• Personification 
• Imagery 
• Rhetorical Question 
• Direct Address 
• Symbolism 
• Tone 
 
Structure: 
• Enjambment 
• Anaphora 
• Couplets 
 

Assessment 
How does Scannell present the 
parent and child relationship? 
 
Students will be assessed on: 
Reading 
Respond to key ideas and concepts 
in set texts 
 
Use evidence to support 
interpretations and ideas 
 
Consider writer’s intentions by 
including appropriate methods. 
 
Make wider links and consider the 
bigger picture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers links and Experiences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Subject Links 
Key Stage 4 
Link to the study of AQA English 
Literature Paper 2 Section C – 
Unseen Poetry 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Summer 1a 

Theme: Crime and Punishment 
Topic: Oliver 
Extracts from Key Chapters 
• Chapter 2 
• Chapter 6 
• Chapter 8 
• Chapter 9 
• Chapter 11 
• Chapter 13 
• Chapter 16 
• Chapter 26 
• Chapter 47 
• Chapter 49 
• Chapter 52 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 
• context of Victorian London   
• plot  
• character 
• setting 
• crime and punishment 
• family 
• friendship 
• poverty 
 
Subject Terminology: 
• Characterisation - STEAL 
• Mood/atmosphere 
• Setting  
• Word Classes 
• Sensory language 
• Tone 
• Figurative Language 
• Connotations  
• Contrast  
• Use of dialogue  
• Stereotypes 
• symbolism 
 
 

Assessment 
Write a newspaper article in 
response to Nancy’s murder. 
 
Students will be assessed on: 
Writing 
To write in a style that is well-
structured, articulate and carefully 
planned. 
 
To include appropriate and 
imaginative vocabulary according 
to task, purpose and audience 
 
To write with technical accuracy – 
SPAG 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers links and Experiences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Subject Links 
Key Stage 4 
Link to the study of AQA English 
Literature text A Christmas Carol 
and Language GCSEs Paper 2 
Section A. 



 

 

 
 

Previous topics built on in this 
topic: 
consolidate and build on 
knowledge of grammar and 
vocabulary from KS2 
 

Summer 1b 

Theme: Crime and Punishment 
Topic: Detective Fiction 
The Speckled Band 
Arthur Conan Doyle 
‘Lamb to the slaughter’ Roald Dahl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge: 
• context of Victorian London   
• plot  
• character 
• setting 
• crime and punishment 
 
Subject Terminology: 
• Characterisation - STEAL 
• Mood/atmosphere 
• Setting  
• Word Classes 
• Sensory language 
• Tone 
• Figurative Language 
• Contrast  
• Use of dialogue  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
How does Conan Doyle present the 
character of Sherlock Holmes 
 

Students will be assessed on: 
Reading 
 
Respond to key ideas and concepts 
in set texts 
 
Use evidence to support 
interpretations and ideas 
 
Consider writer’s intentions by 
including appropriate methods. 
 
Make wider links and consider the 
bigger picture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers links and Experiences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Subject Links 
Key Stage 4 
Link to the study of AQA English 
Literature texts in particular A 
Christmas Carol and Language 
GCSE Paper 1 Section A. 


