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Dear Parent/Carer
RE: Options Process

Your child is about to make their choice of optional subjects to study during KS4, leading to a GCSE or equivalent
qualification. This can be a challenging process, and we want to ensure that both you and your child feel that you
have had enough opportunity to learn about the courses on offer before making any decisions. In order to provide
this support, we will first be coordinating an Options Event, where you will be able to hear from subject teachers
directly about the qualifications and post any questions you might have. Secondly, there is all the information
provided in this booklet about each of the subjects that we may offer in Years 10 and 11.
We aim to ensure that the information and guidance provided will be comprehensive, answering all the questions
that you and your child may have about the options process. It is important that your child, through conversations
with you and other interested adults, understands their own strengths and weaknesses so that they can optimise
their chances of success. We recommend your child to select courses that they enjoy - subjects that they may wish to
study when they continue their education, and that would also help them move onto a career they have aspirations
for.
Your child will study three (3) option choices over Year 10 and Year 11; along with all of the core subjects. They must
choose either GCSE History or GCSE Geography and will study this over two years; and they will also make two
further ‘open’ choices. One of the open choices will be studied and completed during Year 10, and the other in Year
11. We also ask that a reserve choice is made for the open choices, due to the fact that we can only run a course if
enough pupils choose to take it. The list of subjects they can choose from is shown overleaf. Please note the
following restrictions on choices:
Only one course from the Art and Design suite can be chosen, with the exception of Photography
Only one of PE or Sports Science can be chosen
Only one of the Music courses can be chosen
It still remains our ambition for all for the students at BBG to study French, however we are very aware of the lost
learning due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the extra impact this has had on the teaching of French. While French
will remain compulsory for most of our students a small cohort who have not fully studied French in Year 9 and some
others who have struggled throughout they year will be selected to complete Travel & Tourism BTEC course.
Choices should be made on the online SIMS options website. The choices will be made using the account already
created for your child using their school email details. These choices should be completed by Friday 19 March 2021.
If you have any queries, or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at school or e-mail:
iaindow@bbgacademy.com

Kind regards

Ian Aindow
Assistant Head Teacher
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Curriculum Structure
Core Curriculum
(blue section)
Students will study
towards the following
subjects:

Optional Subjects
(purple and green sections)
Students will study one of the following:
Geography or History

Students will study two of the following:

English Language

* Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design

English Literature

Art and Design: Photography

Maths
Science
French or Travel & Tourism$
* Only one of Art and Design courses
can be chosen (with the exception of
Photography)
~ Only one of PE and Sports Science
can be chosen
^ Only one Music course can be
chosen
$ By BBG selection

* Art and Design: Graphic Design
* Art and Design: Textiles Design
* Art and Design: 3D Design
Business
Child Development (Technical Award)
Computer Science
Creative iMedia (Technical Award)
Design and Technology
Drama

Food Preparation and Nutrition
^ Music (GCSE)
^ Music (BTEC)
~ Physical Education
Psychology
Religious Studies
Sociology
~ Sports Science (Technical Award)

Get in contact: iaindow@bbgacademy.com

English Language
All students study AQA GCSE English Language
alongside GCSE English Literature. An overview of the
units of assessment is below. This course is 100%
examination and is assessed at the end of the two-year
course. Paper 1 is an exploration in creative reading and
writing. Paper 2 is an examination of the writers’
viewpoints and perspectives. The spoken language
element is non-examined and includes presenting,
responding to questions and feedback, and use of
standard English.

What will be studied?
Paper 1: Students will read a single source drawn from
literary fiction in order to consider how writers use
narrative and descriptive techniques to capture the
interest of readers. Students will complete one creative
task focusing on either narrative or descriptive writing
skills. Paper 2: Students will read two linked sources
from different time periods and genres in order to
consider how each presents a perspective or viewpoint
to influence the reader. Students will produce a written
text for a specified audience, purpose and form in
which they give their own perspective on the given
theme.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
English Language (AQA 8700)
Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Explorations in Creative Reading and
Writing
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2
• Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 45 minutes
Non-exam assessment (NEA( (0%)
Component 3
• Spoken language
• 0% of GCSE
• No time limit

Progression beyond GCSE
GCSE English Language is a requirement for many jobs and post-16 courses. Post-16 qualifications in English carry a lot of
respect and will be valuable for many careers or applications for Higher Education. You can study from a choice of three
different A-Level courses in English.

English Literature
The aim of the GCSE English Literature course is to
continue to inspire, challenge and motivate every
student to read high quality, rigorous texts, no matter
what their level of ability. All students in Year 10 and
11 study GCSE English Literature alongside GCSE English
Language.
An overview of the units of assessment for AQA GCSE
English Literature is detailed below. This course is 100%
examination and is assessed at the end of the two-year
course. All Literature examinations are closed book.

What will be studied?
Paper 1: Students will answer one question on the play
they have studied and one question on a novel they
have studied, writing in detail about an extract and
then writing about the work as a whole. Paper 2:
Students will answer one essay question from a choice
of two modern drama texts and one comparative
question on a named poem and a poem from the
‘power and conflict’ anthology cluster. Students will
answer one question on one unseen poem and one
question comparing this poem with a second unseen
poem.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
English Literature (AQA 8702)

Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Shakespeare and the 19th Century
Novel
• 40% of GCSE
• 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2
• Modern Texts and Poetry
• 60% of GCSE
• 2 hours 15 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
GCSE English Literature is a well-respected GCSE when applying for many jobs and post-16 courses. Post-16 qualifications
in English carry a lot of respect and will be valuable for many careers or applications for Higher Education.

Mathematics
In Year 10 and 11, students build on the mathematics
they have studied in their education so far including
work on number, algebra, ratio, proportion, geometry,
probability and statistics.
All the examinations are taken at the end of year 11.
Students will take either the higher or the foundation
tier.

What will be studied?
Number: Arithmetic, fractions, decimals, percentages,
use of calculator, properties of numbers and indices.
Algebra: Algebraic notation, graphs, equations,
inequalities, formulae and sequences. Ratio,
Proportion and Rates of Change: Applying percentages,
using ratio and proportion, work with compound
measures. Geometry and Measures: Properties of
shapes, angles, symmetry, circles, area, volume,
trigonometry, constructions and transformations.
Statistics: Collecting, representing, analysing and
interpreting data. Probability: Theoretical probability,
relative frequency and experiments.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Mathematics (Edexcel 1MA1)

Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Non-calculator exam
• 33.3% of total marks
• 90 minutes
Paper 2
• Calculator exam
• 33.3% of total marks
• 90 minutes
Paper 3
• Calculator exam
• 33.3% of total marks
• 90 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
GCSE Mathematics is a requirement for many jobs and post-16 courses. Further qualifications in Mathematics open many
doors. Post-16 qualifications in Mathematics carry a lot of respect and will be valuable for many careers. You can study
Mathematics or Further Mathematics at A-Level.

Science
GCSE Sciences enable students to access science at any
level, whether they intend to study science further or
not.
Most students will gain two GCSEs in science. Some
students will be accelerated through the combined
science course in year 10. These students will then be
taught the extra content in year 11 to make up the
three separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

What will be studied?
Biology - students will study topics such as how the
environment affects plants and animals.
Chemistry – students will study topics such as how
atoms interact and how these interactions affect
reactions.
Physics - students will study topics such as how forces
affect matter and the energy changes that occur
during interactions.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Combined Science Trilogy (AQA 8464)

Examination (100%)
Components
• Biology 1, Biology 2, Chemistry 1,
Chemistry 2, Physics 1, Physics 2
• Papers 1 – 6 (16.7% each of 2GCSEs)
• 1 hour 15 minutes each
OR

Biology (AQA 8461), Chemistry (AQA
8462) and Physics (AQA 8463)
Examination (100%)
Components
• Biology 1, Biology 2, Chemistry 1,
Chemistry 2, Physics 1, Physics 2
• Papers 1 – 6 (50% each of 3GCSEs)
• 1 hour 45 minutes each

Progression beyond GCSE
GCSE Sciences are a requirement for many jobs and desirable for many post 16 courses. Post-16 qualifications in sciences
carry a lot of respect and will be valuable for many careers. Students can study Biology, Chemistry and Physics at A-Level,
as well as Applied Science.

French
Most students will continue to study French into Year
10 and 11 . They will study the AQA French full course
specifications. This course encourages candidates to:
develop their understanding of French in a variety of
contexts, develop their language learning skills, develop
the ability to communicate effectively in French and
develop awareness and understanding of countries and
communities where French is spoken.

What will be studied?
Theme 1: Identity and Culture - including units on
family, technology and free time activities, customs and
festivals. Theme 2: Local, national, international and
global areas of interest - including units on house and
home, social issues, global issues, poverty and
homelessness. Theme 3: Current and future study and
employment - including units on life at school/college,
education post 16, jobs, career choices and ambitions.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
French (AQA 8658)
Examination (75%)
Paper 1
• Listening Examination
• 25% of GCSE
• 35 or 45 minutes
Paper 3
• Reading Examination
• 25% of GCSE
• 45 minutes or 1 hour
Paper 4
• Writing Examination
• 25% of GCSE
• 1 hour or 1 hour 15 minutes
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (25%)
Paper 2
• Speaking Assessment
• 25% of GCSE
• 7-9 or 10-12 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
By studying a language, students are able to enhance their future employment possibilities. They will have an in depth
insight into another culture and society which will help them, not only with their communication skills, but also their
interpersonal skills. The course provides students with a sound basis for further study at AS and A2 level and also at
University by developing their written communication and their independent learning skills.

Travel & Tourism
Selected students will continue to study Travel and Tourism
in Year 10 and 11. The aim of the qualification is for students
to be inspired and enthused about the world around them, it
aims to develop the skills that will help with worldwide
employment and lead on to further relevant qualifications.

What will be studied?
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector – this unit covers
the main types of tourism in the UK, the contribution that
travel and tourism makes to the UK economy and the
different component industries that make up the UK travel
and tourism sector.
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism Destinations – this unit covers
what the different types of UK destinations have to offer, as
well as locating tourist UK destinations and routes.
Unit 3: The Development of Travel and Tourism in the UK –
which looks at developments that have shaped the sector
and how the UK travel and tourism industry has developed
as lifestyles, interests and technology have changed, giving
an insight into why it is such a
dynamic sector.
Unit 5: Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel and Tourism –
covers the influential factors on tourism and why events
such as natural disasters can have a significant impact on the
sector.

Course Structure and
Assessment
Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in
Travel and Tourism
Externally assessed units (25%)
Unit 1 (C)
• The UK Travel and Tourism Sector
• 25% of BTEC
• 60 minute exam
Internally assessed units (75%)
Unit 2 (C)
• UK Travel and Tourism Destinations
• 25% of BTEC
Unit 3 (O)
• The Development of Travel and
Tourism in the UK
• 25% of BTEC
Unit 5 (O)
• Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel
and Tourism
• 25% of BTEC

Progression beyond BTEC
By studying a Travel & Tourism, students are able to enhance their future employment possibilities. They will have an in
depth insight into other culture and societies. They will also have improved their skills in self-management, team
working, business awareness and customer awareness, problem solving, communication, a positive attitude to work, and
the use of IT which will all help in moving on to level 3 courses at post 16

Geography
Geography will help students to be more aware of
everyday situations and issues faced by the people who
live around them and in other parts of the world. They
will study the AQA GCSE Geography (8035)
specification. Geography is a highly topical subject; ever
changing as world events unfold. When students see
newspaper articles or television reports about a
potential cataclysmic ‘super-volcanic’ eruption in the
USA, then Geography will help them make sense of
what is going by making balanced judgements.

What will be studied?
Paper 1: The Challenge of Natural Hazards. The Living
World. Physical Landscapes in the UK. Paper 2: Urban
Issues and Challenges. The Changing Economic World.
The Challenge of Resource Management. Paper 3: Issue
Evaluation.
Fieldwork - Students need to undertake two
geographical enquiries and show an understanding of
both physical and human geography.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Geography (AQA 8035)

Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Living with the Physical Environment
• 35% of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 2
• Challenges in the Human
Environment
• 35% of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 3
• Geographical Applications
• 30% of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
Geography would be useful if you were considering a career in town and transport planning, weather and climate,
teaching, emergency management, natural disasters, engineering, tourism, nature conservation, local government,
geology and many more.

History
History is a popular option subject and will be of
interest to any student who enjoys finding out about
the past and how the past affects the world we live in
today.
Throughout the course, students study a range of
History and will develop their ability to investigate and
analyse in a historical context. Key skills include,
inference, source work, extended writing and debate.

What will be studied?
Students will study:

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
History (AQA 8145)

Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Understanding the Modern World
• 50% of GCSE
• 120 minutes
Paper 2
• Shaping the Nation
• 50% of GCSE
• 120 minutes

• Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and Dictatorship
• Conflict and tension: The First Word War, 1894–1918
• Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to the Present
Day
• Norman England, c1066–c1100

Progression beyond GCSE
History is a traditional academic subject with an excellent reputation with institutions of Higher Education and employers
alike. History students are highly sought after by the legal profession, armed forces, management sector and even the
entertainment industry due to the analytical skills developed by the study of the subject.

Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design
The course is a general art and design course. Students
will have the opportunity to study a variety of artists’
work to inspire and develop their responses, usually
from a given theme. Using a variety of techniques and
materials students will learn how to develop ideas into
an individual outcome.
GCSE art students are encouraged to make their
research personal, imaginative and exciting in order to
promote independent work.

What will be studied?
Students will be taught how to study artists’ work,
developing ideas and samples using appropriate media.
They will learn skilful recording of ideas through drawing
and photography. Through the experimentation of
techniques learnt, students will be encouraged to
develop a personal response.
The exam is an
opportunity to showcase skills and concepts learnt
through the coursework, but with greater independence.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design
(AQA 8201)
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (100%)
Component 1
• Portfolio
• 60% of GCSE
• No time limit
Component 2
• Externally set assignment
• 40% of GCSE
• Preparation period followed by 10
hours of supervised time

Progression beyond GCSE
Students can progress from GCSE Art and Design to study a more advanced course, for example A level Art, Fine Art,
Graphics, Textiles and Photography at college or sixth form. Alternatively students could progress to art college and study
a Level 3 BTEC course in order to access degree level qualification.

Art and Design: Graphic Design
The course is a graphic design course. Students will
have the opportunity to study a variety of designers’
and artists’ work to inspire and develop their
responses, usually from a given theme. Using a variety
of traditional and digital techniques and materials
students will learn how to develop ideas into an
individual outcome.
GCSE students are encouraged to make their research
personal, imaginative and exciting in order to promote
independent work.

What will be studied?
Students will be taught how to study designers’ and
artists’ work, developing ideas and samples using
appropriate media. They will learn skilful recording of
ideas through drawing, modelling and annotation.
Through the experimentation of techniques learnt,
students will be encouraged to develop a personal
response. The exam is an opportunity to showcase skills
and concepts learnt through the coursework, but with
greater independence.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Art and Design: Graphic Design (AQA
8203)
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (100%)
Component 1
• Portfolio
• 60% of GCSE
• No time limit
Component 2
• Externally set assignment
• 40% of GCSE
• Preparation period followed by 10
hours of supervised time

Progression beyond GCSE
Students can progress from GCSE Graphic Design to study a more advanced course, for example A level Art, Fine Art,
Graphics, Textiles, 3D Design and Photography at college or sixth form. Students may also pursue Design and Technology
at a higher level. Alternatively students could progress to Level 3 BTEC course in order to access degree level
qualification.

Art and Design: Photography
This is a course where students will explore
photography through a creative approach. They will
have the opportunity to study a variety of historical and
contemporary artists’ and photographers’ work. This
will inspire and develop their responses into individual
outcomes.
Students will be required to make their research
personal, completing photoshoots in their own time
and demonstrating independence.

What will be studied?
Students will be taught how to use Adobe Photoshop
and more traditional art media alongside use of the
camera. With two components, comprising a ‘Portfolio’
(coursework) selected from work completed during the
course and an externally set assignment (the exam), the
course provides students with a range of creative,
exciting and stimulating opportunities to develop and
explore their personal interests in creative photography.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Art and Design: Photography (AQA
8206)
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (100%)
Component 1
• Portfolio
• 60% of GCSE
• No time limit
Component 2
• Externally set assignment
• 40% of GCSE
• Preparation period followed by 10
hours of supervised time

Progression beyond GCSE
Students can progress from GCSE Art and Design to study a more advanced course, for example A level Art, Fine Art,
Graphics, Textiles and Photography at college or sixth form. Alternatively students could progress to art college and study
a Level 3 BTEC course in order to access degree level qualification.

Art and Design: Textiles Design
This course is a textile design course. Students will have
the opportunity to study a variety of designers’ and
artists’ work to inspire and develop their responses,
usually from a given theme. Using a variety of textiles
techniques and materials students will learn how to
develop ideas into an individual outcome.
GCSE students are encouraged to make their research
personal, imaginative and exciting in order to promote
independent work.

What will be studied?
Students will be taught how to study designers’ and
artists’ work, developing ideas and samples using
appropriate media. They will learn skilful recording of
ideas through drawing, modelling and annotation.
Through the experimentation of techniques learnt,
students will be encouraged to develop a personal
response. The exam is an opportunity to showcase skills
and concepts learnt through the coursework, but with
greater independence.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Art and Design: Textiles Design (AQA
8204)
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (100%)
Component 1
• Portfolio
• 60% of GCSE
• No time limit
Component 2
• Externally set assignment
• 40% of GCSE
• Preparation period followed by 10
hours of supervised time

Progression beyond GCSE
Students can progress from GCSE Textiles Design to study a more advanced course, for example A level Art, Fine Art,
Graphics, Textiles, Fashion and Photography at college or sixth form. Students may also pursue Design and Technology at
a higher level. Alternatively students could progress to Level 3 BTEC course in order to access degree level qualification.

Art and Design: 3D Design
This course is a 3D design course. Students will have the
opportunity to study a variety of designers’ and artists’
work to inspire and develop their responses, usually
from a given theme. Using a variety of 3D techniques
and materials students will learn how to develop ideas
into an individual outcome. This course is primarily
delivered through Product Design.
GCSE students are encouraged to make their research
personal, imaginative and exciting in order to promote
independent work.

What will be studied?
Students will be taught how to study designers’ and
artists’ work, developing ideas and samples using
appropriate media. They will learn skilful recording of
ideas through drawing, modelling and annotation.
Through the experimentation of techniques learnt,
students will be encouraged to develop a personal
response. The exam is an opportunity to showcase skills
and concepts learnt through the coursework, but with
greater independence.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Art and Design: 3D Design (AQA 8205)
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (100%)
Component 1
• Portfolio
• 60% of GCSE
• No time limit

Component 2
• Externally set assignment
• 40% of GCSE
• Preparation period followed by 10
hours of supervised time

Progression beyond GCSE
Students can progress from GCSE 3D Design to study a more advanced course, for example A level Art, Fine Art, Graphics,
Textiles, 3D Design and Photography at college or sixth form. Students may also pursue Design and Technology at a
higher level. Alternatively students could progress to Level 3 BTEC course in order to access degree level qualification.

Business
This is a business studies course focusing on both the
theoretical and practical aspects of establishing and
running a business. GCSE Business allows students to
understand the external influences that dictate whether
a business succeeds or fails, such as, political,
economic, financial or environmental issues. Students
are encouraged to look beyond the classroom, putting
themselves in the shoes of an entrepreneur looking for
the next big business opportunity.

What will be studied?
Paper 1: Topics such as enterprise and entrepreneurship,
spotting a business opportunity, putting a business idea
into practice, making the business effective, and
understanding external influences on business.
Paper 2: Topics such as growing the business, making
marketing decisions, making operational decisions,
making financial decisions and making human resource
decisions.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Business (Edexcel 1BS0)
Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Investigating small business
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2
• Building a business
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
GCSE Business could lead to work in a Business related profession such as Accountancy, Law, Marketing or the Leisure
and Tourism industry. GCSE Business will support many jobs and post-16 course applications. Further qualifications in
Business can open many doors and you can go on to study Business or Economics at A-Level.

Child
Development
Child
Development
Students in Key Stage 4 have the opportunity to study the
Cambridge National Certificate in Child Development,
which is the equivalent of one GCSE.

Course Structure and
Assessment

What will be studied?
You will study the expected patterns of growth and
development in childhood- from birth to five years
old. You will explore in detail how a child develops
physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. You will
need to have the opportunity to engage with a child under
the age of five, to be able to observe them and participate
in 3 activities. You will plan the activities to suit the child
you are observing and evaluate if the child has met the
growth and development expected at their age, during the
activities. You will research the types of play and the
benefits of play to help children develop their learning.
You will also look at the preparation and factors to
consider before and during pregnancy; the care provided
for a mother and baby during and post pregnancy is also
explored. In the second piece of coursework, you will
investigate the equipment and nutritional needs for a child
from birth to five years old.

Cambridge National Certificate in Child
Development (OCR J818)
Examination (50%)
Paper 1
• Health and Wellbeing for child
development
• 1hr 15min
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (50%)
Component 1
• Understand the equipment and
nutritional needs of children from
birth to five.
• 25% of qualification
Component 2
• Understand the development of a
child from birth to five years.
• 25% of qualification

Progression beyond GCSE
The course provides learners with an opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge needed if they wish to work in the
childcare sector. However, the skills learnt are transferable to other areas of work or further education.

Computer Science
Computer science is a linear course, which means the
exams will be taken after the first element has been
completed, and at the end of the course.
This is a technical course which requires logical thinking
and problem solving skills to be developed and
enhanced; and will give students knowledge in how
software both works, as well as how it is created.
Computer Science will value computational thinking,
helping learners to develop the skills to solve problems,
and design systems that do so.

What will be studied?
Students will:
 develop an understanding of current and emerging
technologies and how they work.
 understand the use of algorithms in computer
programs.
 acquire and apply creative and technical skills,
knowledge and understanding of IT in a range of
contexts.
 develop computer programs to solve problems.
 evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Computer Science (OCR J277)
Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Computer Systems
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 2
• Computational thinking, algorithms
and programming
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (0%)
Component 3
• Programming project
• Compulsory Aspect of the Course.
• 20 hours (Lesson Time)

Progression beyond GCSE
A GCSE in Computer Science is designed to give students the opportunity to develop highly sought-after knowledge and
skills, whether they’re for the workplace or for everyday life. It gives students a stepping-stone onto Further and Higher
Education courses such as Software Development, Games Programming, Website Development, System Analysis,
Network Management and more.

Creative iMedia
The Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia
will equip learners with a range of creative media skills
and provide opportunities to develop, in context,
desirable, transferable skills such as research, planning,
and review, working with others and communicating
creative concepts effectively. Through the use of these
skills, learners will ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose
creative media products.

Course Structure and
Assessment
Cambridge National Certificate in
Creative iMedia (OCR J817)
R081: Pre-production skills (M)
• Written Paper
• 75 minutes - 60 marks

What will be studied?
On completion of the first unit, learners will be able to
plan pre-production of a creative digital media product
to a client brief, and will understand how to review preproduction documents. In the second unit learners will
be able to plan the creation of digital graphics, create
new digital graphics and review a completed graphic
against a specific brief. On completion of the third unit
learners will be able to plan and create a multimedia
product for a client, and review the final product
against a specific brief. In the final unit students will
plan, create and edit a digital game concept and test
this concept with a client or focus group, identifying any
areas for improvement.

R082: Creating digital graphics (M)
• Centre assessed tasks
• OCR moderated
• 10 hours - 60 marks
R087: Creating interactive multimedia
products (O)
• Centre assessed tasks
• OCR moderated
• 10 hours - 60 marks
R091: Designing a game concept (O)
• Centre assessed tasks
• OCR moderated
• 10 hours - 60 marks

Progression beyond the course
A Cambridge National in Creative iMedia is designed to give students the opportunity to develop highly sought-after
knowledge and skills, whether they’re for the workplace or for everyday life. It gives students a stepping-stone onto
Further and Higher Education courses such as Software Development, Games Programming, Website Development, and
more.

Design and Technology
This course will prepare students to participate
confidently and successfully in an increasingly
technological world. They will gain awareness of, and
learn from, wider influences on Design and Technology
including historical, social, cultural, environmental,
economic and technological factors.
There is opportunity to work creatively when
designing and making, and apply technical and
practical expertise.

What will be studied?
The examination focuses on three main areas: core
technical principles, specialist technical principles and
designing and making principles. Much of this will be
learnt in theory lessons.
Coursework will take between 30-35 hours (approx.)
Students will undertake a 'design and make' task;
focussing on a number of areas including generating,
developing and realising a design idea. Students will
produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Design and Technology (AQA 8552)

Examination (50%)
Paper 1
• Core and specialist technical
principles, designing and making
principles
• 50% of GCSE
• 2 hours

Non-exam assessment (NEA) (50%)
Component 2
• Core and specialist technical
principles, designing and making
principles
• 50% of GCSE
• 30-35 hours approximately

Progression beyond GCSE
Opportunities to embark on a diverse array of careers include engineering, architecture, biomedical, video gaming
platforms, furniture design, interior design and apprenticeships within the construction industry. This course will support
you in post-16 study of any design, engineering, or architecture course.

Drama
Drama is an exciting opportunity for students to express
themselves as performers. They will work individually
and as part of small groups to create their own drama
pieces and to interpret scripts written by a range of
playwrights. They will also learn about theatrical
techniques and styles.
Students will study texts in detail and will watch live
theatre performances by professional actors.

What will be studied?
Topics include:
• Devising drama: responding to a stimulus (for
example, a photograph, a newspaper report or a
piece of music) to create a performance in a small
group.
• Performing texts: a performance of two extracts
from the same play, showing that you can learn lines,
perform confidently and interpret the playwright’s
meaning.
• A study of a play in order to answer exam questions
about style, technique and background.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Drama (OCR J316)

Non-exam assessment (NEA) (60%)
Component 1 and 2
• Devising drama
• 30% of GCSE
• No time limit
Component 3
• Performing and presenting texts
• 30% of GCSE
• No time limit
Examination (40%)
Component 4
• Drama Performance and response
• 40 % of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
The course would be useful if you were considering a career in theatre performance or design, cultural industries or a job
which requires you to present or speak to an audience. The course will support you studying Theatre Studies, Music,
Dance and Performing Arts post-16.

Food Preparation and Nutrition
This course will will equip students with the
knowledge,
understanding,
skills
and
the
encouragement that they need to cook. It will give
them the ability to apply the principles of food
science, nutrition and healthy eating.
Students will be able to make informed decisions
about a wide range of further learning opportunities
and career pathways, and develop vital life skills so
that they can feed themselves and others affordably
and nutritiously.

What will be studied?
The areas covered are food preparation skills, food,
nutrition and health, food science, food safety, food
choice, food provenance, and food preparation and
cooking techniques.
Students will complete investigations into the working
characteristics, functional and chemical properties of
ingredients.
Their coursework will also involve
preparation, cooking and presenting a final menu of
three dishes within a single period of no more than
three hours, as well as planning in advance how this
will be achieved.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Food Preparation and Nutrition (OCR
J309)
Examination (50%)
Paper 1
•Food preparation and nutrition
•50% of GCSE
•1 hour 30 minutes
Non-exam assessment (NEA)(50%)
Task 1
•Food Investigation
•15% of GCSE
•10 hours
Task 2
•Food Preparation
•35% of GCSE
•20 hours

Progression beyond GCSE
Food preparation and nutrition is valuable in any career that involves food, food retail and the hospitality industry. In
addition, it will be relevant to careers in social care. For example caring for people with special dietary
requirements. Further study may include Health Studies, Catering and Hospitality or Leisure and Tourism. It would
support GNVQ, BTEC and NVQ Health and Social Care at post-16.

Music (GCSE)
Music is an ideal choice for students who enjoy
performing and creating music individually and with
others. There is a strong practical element to the
course, but also areas of study which include music
from across different periods of time and continents.
Students who wish to study Music to GCSE should
receive instrumental or vocal lessons in order for them
to be able to access the high grade boundaries for
performing work. These can be arranged through
school or privately.

What will be studied?
Topic areas of study include:

My music – music for your instrument or voice

The concerto through time

Rhythms of the world (Including India, Middle
East, Central and South America and Africa)

Film music

Conventions of pop music

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Music (OCR J536)

Non-exam assessment (NEA) (60%)
Component 1 and 2
• Integrated portfolio (solo
performance and composition)
• 30% of GCSE
• No time limit
Component 3
• Practical component (ensemble
performance and composition)
• 30% of GCSE
• No time limit
Examination (40%)
Component 4
• Listening and appraising
• 40 % of GCSE
• 1 hour 30 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
The course would be useful if you were considering a career in music, music technology, performing arts, recording or
studio work. This course will support you studying Music, Dance, Theatre Studies and Performing Arts post-16.

Music (BTEC)
Music is an ideal choice for students who enjoy
performing and creating music individually and with
others. BTEC First in Music is more suitable to students
who have less practical experience and may come from
a less traditional music background.
Students who wish to study Music to BTEC can receive
instrumental or vocal, but less vital as marks are
awarded for skills development rather than the end
product.

What will be studied?
Topic areas of study include:
• Music Performance
• Music Composition
• Planning A Live Event
• The Music Industry

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in
Music

Externally assessed units (25%)
Unit 1 (C)
• The Music Industry
• 25% of BTEC
• 60 minute exam
Internally assessed units (75%)
Unit 2 (C)
• Managing a Music Product
• 25% of BTEC
Unit 4 (O)
• Introducing Music Composition
• 25% of BTEC
Unit 5 (O)
• Introducing Music Performance
• 25% of BTEC

Progression beyond BTEC
The course would be useful if you were considering a career in music, music technology, performing arts, recording or
studio work. This course will support you studying Music, Dance, Theatre Studies and Performing Arts post-16.

Physical Education
The initial theory aspect of the course will include an
introduction to Physical Education looking at key
processes, key concepts and the opportunities for
participation. Students will participate in a range of
individual and team sports to develop their basic skills,
comprehension and tactics/awareness.
To be
successful, students will need to be competent at a
wide range of sports. This will include entering the
course with at least three sports that could be used for
the practical assessment.

What will be studied?
Topic areas of study include:









Bones and muscles
Feedback, motivation and goal setting
Media and sponsorship
Participation
Government initiatives
Nutrition
Injuries and hazards
Healthy lifestyles

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Physical Education (OCR J587)
Examination (60%)
Component 1
• Physical factors affecting
performance
• 30% of GCSE
• 1 hour
Component 2
• Socio-cultural issues and sports
psychology
• 30% of GCSE
• 1 hour
Non-exam assessment (NEA) (40%)
Component 3
• Performance in physical education
• 40% of GCSE
• No time limit

Progression beyond GCSE
This qualification would allow you to progress to study the AS Level in Physical Education or the BTEC National Award in
Sport. Many students will then go on to University to study Physical Education, Sports Science or pursue a career in the
sport industry such as a PE teacher, sports coach, sports scientist, physiotherapist, sports psychology or fitness instructor.

Psychology
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind, behaviour
and experience. Psychologists carry out research to
investigate the way people think, behave and respond
to others.
Psychology is a challenging subject, but extremely
interesting and enjoyable. Because the subject matter is
about people, it is applicable to nearly all career paths
and will enrich your understanding of yourself and
others.

What will be studied?
Students will be taught how to critically evaluate
research within the field of human thought and
behaviour. Exploring issues relating to nature vs nurture,
and trying to answer the question, “Am I born to be who
I am, or am I a result of my life experiences?”. It offers an
excellent grounding for students and involves case
studies, devising, carrying out and evaluating research,
reading, written work, discussion and presentations.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Psychology (Edexcel 1PS0)

Examination (100%)
Paper 1
• Development; Memory;
Psychological problems; The brain
and neuropsychology; Social
influence
• 55% of GCSE
• 1 hour 45 minutes
Paper 2
• Research methods; Sleeping and
Dreaming; Criminal psychology
• 45% of GCSE
• 1 hour 20 minutes

Progression beyond GCSE
The course provides a good progression route to A Level qualifications in Psychology and other Social Sciences. This is a
relevant GCSE to take if you are considering any career in society, which involves working with people; from working in
prisons to teaching or if you want to demonstrate useful transferable skills such as the ability to be critical or write
reports.

Religious Studies
Students will study the Eduqas full course in Religious
Studies. This course encourages candidates to develop
their understanding of different religions – with a focus
on Hinduism and Christianity predominantly and the
impact religious belief has on modern day issues in the
world, whilst questioning the need for religion in the
21st Century. Religious Studies ultimately allows
students to develop transferable empathetic and
analytical skills that are favoured by most Colleges and
employers.

What will be studied?
Topic areas include:
• Component 1 – Relationships, Life and Death, Good
and Evil, Human Rights.
• Component 2 – The nature of God, Creation,
Afterlife, Pilgrimage and celebration.
• Component 3 – Deities, The Eternal Self, Cosmology,
Meditation.

Course Structure and
Assessment at GCSE
Religious Studies (Eduqas C120P2)

Examination (100%)
Component 1
• Religious, philosophical and ethical
studies in the modern world
• 50% of GCSE
• 2 hour
Component 2
• Study of Christianity
• 25% of GCSE
• 1 hour
Component 3
• Study of a World Faith (Hinduism)
• 25% of GCSE
• 1 hour

Progression beyond GCSE
If you are considering a career in the following professions then a qualification in Religious Studies is highly valued: Media
work, Law, Politics, Health Service, Army, Social Care, Journalism, Education, Police, Business, Air Steward/Pilot or Sport.
Colleges and Universities also look favourably on a qualification in Religious Studies as it shows you have tolerance and
understanding of human nature, can argue your opinion and make educated responses to the opinions of others.

Sociology
Sociology is an excellent academic subject that requires
students to have good theoretical understanding and be
capable of arguing different points of view.

What will be studied?
Paper 1
•
The sociology of families- Function, men and women,
change
•
The sociology of education- Role, purpose and
function of education
•
Social theory and methodology- different theoretical
perspectives within sociology
Paper 2
•
The sociology of crime and deviance – the causes of
crime and impact on society
•
The sociology of social stratification- different
theories of how society is divided
•
Social theory and methodology- different theoretical
perspectives within sociology

Course Structure and
Assessment
Sociology (AQA 8192)
Examination (100%)
Component 1
• The Sociology of Families and
Education
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 45 min
Component 2
• The Sociology of Crime and Deviance
and Social Stratification
• 50% of GCSE
• 1 hour 45 min

Progression beyond GCSE
Sociology combines well with a number or other subjects at both GCSE and A-Level, for example: History, Religious
Education, Media Studies, English, Politics, Law, Psychology, Health and Social Care. Sociology will help with careers working
with others or the public sector, for example: Teaching, Social Work, Police, Law, Educational Psychology, Human
Resources, Media, Probation Officer, Researcher, Nursing and other Health professions

Sport Science
The Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Science will
provides students with the opportunity to study key
areas of sport science including anatomy and
physiology linked to fitness, health, injury and
performance; the science of training and application of
training principles, and psychology in sport and sports
performance.

What will be studied?
Topic areas of study, amongst others, include:






How the body changes and responds to physical
activity
Principles of training and designing bespoke
training programmes
The key components of the musculoskeletal and
cardiorespiratory systems, their functions and
roles in physical activity.
How to prepare participants to take part in
physical activity so that they minimise the risk of
injuries.
How to respond to common sporting injuries and
how to recognise the symptoms of some common
medical conditions.

Course Structure and
Assessment
Cambridge National in Sport Science
(OCR J802)
Examination
Component 1 – Mandatory unit
• Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries
• 60 Marks
• 1 hour
Component 2 – Mandatory unit
• Applying the Principles of Training
• 60 Marks
• Guided 10 hours
Component 3/4 – 2 additional units
from
• The Body’s Response to Physical
Activity
• Sport Psychology
• Sports Nutrition
• Technology in Sport
• 60 marks each
• Guided 10 hours each

Progression beyond GCSE
Cambridge National Sport Science provides a strong base for progression to Further Education, whether it is on to Level 3
Cambridge Technical or A Level, or to an apprenticeship or work. Many students go on to University to study Physical
Education, Sport Science or pursue a career in the sport industry such as PE Teacher, sports coach, sports scientist, sports
psychologist or fitness instructor.

Notes

Year 10 & Year 11 Options Booklet

BBG Academy,
Bradford Road,
Birkenshaw
BD19 4BE
01274 871225
office@bbgacademy.com

